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He suggested that the approach to NASA TM had been chaotic, but that this is probably OK, and this is sometimes the nature of seeding development of a new industry.   And this may have prevented some big beauracrazy which could have developed and gotten in the way.   Sam has a long history with NASA TM and was the medical officer for STARPHAC.

He thinks Space Bridge to Russia is working in the exchange of medical information between the two cultures.   This streches new technology to address different issues.   The internet project is cheaper, faster, better, and is working.   It allows spontaneous response to unusual and unpredictable clinical conditions.  NASA is interested in building a global consulting network on the internet to support international space missions and collaboration.

As the NASA budget has shrunk, dollars for new technology have also shrunk.   TM has become an exception to that, right or wrong.   But is TM really worth the investment?   The tech is not the issue, as we have been demoed to death.   But there do not seem to be any real production TM projects in the NASA fold at this point.   The people and training challenges are the real issue.   But most NASA dollars are still going to tech.

There may be a real opportunity for a successful business model in Russia.   Baylor is building a hospital in Russia to serve the New Rich and the emerging upper middle class.   Yale indeed may be able to do consults for money in Russia.

Sam used to think that Tele-Medicine was telemetry and medicine.   In 1968, he was corrected by his superiors that TM is Television and Medicine.   He really doesn’t think that NASA has much in Telemedicine to commercialize.   He summarized by saying the NASA needs three things from TM: 1.) a life sciences pack for the shuttle and space station, 2.) Functional internet Telemedicine systems and protocols, and 3.) on-line internet consultants.   The first two are in place, the third is still missing.

He recommended that we talk to Roger Billica and go to JPL to see their glucose monitor, the DNA switch, and something you shine in the eye.

The interview went just less than an hour.

